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Abortion position item wording
“In your opinion, under what conditions is abortion an acceptable practice? Please describe your opinion on a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 means ‘unacceptable under all circumstances’ and 5 means ‘acceptable in all circumstances’”; “How do you feel about the argument that a woman has a right to abortion? Please describe your attitude on a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 means ‘you are completely opposed’ and 5 means ‘you are fully in favor’”; and “How do you feel about the practice of abortion? Please describe your attitude on a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 means you believe ‘it is definitely wrong’ and 5 means you believe ‘it is definitely right.’”

Complete text of abortion stories
Story 1: Health-care provider severs relationship with insurer over abortion
Excerpt: “Facing pressure from both the Catholic Church and anti-abortion protestors, a group of six hospitals in three New England states ended its affiliation with insurers that cover abortion…”

BOSTON — Facing pressure from both the Catholic Church and anti-abortion protestors, a group of six hospitals in three New England states ended its affiliation with insurers that cover abortion.
Caritas Christi Health Care chose not to enter into a contract with Missouri-based health insurer Centene Corp. because its policies include coverage for abortion and other reproductive practices that are in conflict with the Catholic Church, Cardinal Sean O’Malley said.
 “Our goal was to ensure that Caritas Christi could serve the poor through a plan that is in complete accordance with Catholic moral teaching,” O’Malley said. “I believe we’ve done that.”
Teresa Prego, a Caritas spokeswoman, said the end of the partnership does not mean an end to health care for the poor.
Caritas will be participating in a state subsidized program called Commonwealth Care “which will allow us to service the low-income residents of Boston as we originally intended,” Prego said. 
The decision pleased anti-abortion groups in the area.
"It looked to me as though health-care providers were being required to give up certain basic principles,” said Anne Fox, president of Massachusetts Citizens for Life. “I’m proud they rejected Centene Corporation’s plan. I hope it sends a signal to proponents of government-funded abortion.”
Not everyone is pleased by Caritas’ decision.
“This is really only the beginning,” said Stacie Garnett, a representative of NARAL Pro-Choice Massachusetts. “Unless we act now, the Senate could ban reproductive-healthcare coverage.” 
Garnett said that “millions of women could lose coverage for abortion care, even if their private health insurance already covers it.” 
Helena Carter, a resident of Boston, said she agrees care for the poor should include reproductive care such as abortion.
“There are many women in poor families who are giving birth to children in poverty because they have no other choice,” the 22-year-old said. “Abortion should be an option.”
In Boston, 45.6 percent of single women with children under 5 are in poverty, according to the Boston Foundation.
Carter sympathizes.
“It’s hard to make ends meet with two kids,” she said. “I can’t afford to have more. I’m sure that’s true for many people.”
Story 2: Columbus religious activists divided on abortion issues
Excerpt: “Belletini said he combats popular claims that new proposals for health-care reform will provide government funding for abortions. “That’s a myth,” he said. “Recent house bills say each…”

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Mark Belletini is a reverend, a “man of faith,” as he says. He is also pro-choice.
“It surprises many people,” Belletini said with a laugh. “I think people assume if you are religious you’re automatically a pro-life Republican.”
Belletini, a Columbus resident, is a senior minister at First Unitarian Universalist Church of Columbus, as well as a member of the Ohio Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice. 
He and fellow Columbus members of the coalition have been touring Columbus, most frequently Ohio State University, to share their religious pro-choice perspective.
“A woman has the moral capacity and intelligence to make such a decision ethically, while standing firm on a noble and strong religious tradition,” Belletini said.
Most recently, members of the coalition have been talking about abortion and health care.
Belletini said he combats popular claims that new proposals for health-care reform will provide government funding for abortions.
“That’s a myth,” he said. “Recent house bills say each region of the country should have at least one health-care plan that covers abortion, but health-care providers don’t have to.”
 “The abortion issue is a very serious one for Christian conservatives and a potential deal breaker for healthcare reform,” says John Green, an expert on religion and politics at the University of Akron. “It is much more serious potentially than the ‘death panel’ claims if it involves actually paying for abortions.”
Cynthia Barnes, an OSU graduate student, agrees.
“Abortion is someone’s inability to be responsible,” she said. “No one else should have to pay the consequences, certainly not taxpayers.”
The Rev. Frederick F. Campbell of St. Patrick’s Church, every Tuesday stands by the front steps of the Ohio Statehouse and distributes anti-abortion literature.
“If the government gives money and supports abortion, whether it be through health care or donations, that is a constitutional violation,” Campbell said. “It’s illegal to kill, in the Bible and the constitution. A man of faith believes this.”
Story 3: Health-care proposals would affect Jacksonville family clinics
Excerpt: “In an effort to gain approval for health-care reform, Obama has taken the middle ground on the abortion-funding issue, attempting to appease people on both sides of the debate.”

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — While many worry that President Barack Obama’s pro-choice politics will shape health-care reform, government insurance to fund abortion could make a difference in the lives of many Jacksonville residents.
“We offer reduced fees to patients who are students, active military, or on Medicaid,” said Dr. Patrick Kelly of the Florida Women’s Center in Jacksonville. “Unfortunately, that’s not enough to help our minority poor.”
African-Americans make up 29 percent of the Jacksonville population and 36 percent of abortions are for black mothers, according to the 2000 census. 
“If the (health care) plan fails, blacks and Hispanics, who make up nearly half of the estimated 50 million Americans without health insurance, will be the most affected,” said author and political analyst Earl Ofari Hutchinson. “This has devastating health and public-policy consequences.” he said. 
In an effort to gain approval for health-care reform, Obama has taken the middle ground on the abortion-funding issue, attempting to appease people on both sides of the debate.
Obama has said that he wants “a sensible conscience clause” that would give health-care providers the right to refuse to perform abortions whether health-care reform provides funds for it or not, he said to Orlando anti-abortion protestors in June.
Although Obama recently said the nation should "not (finance) abortions as part of government-funded health care," he also said that health insurance companies can choose to fund abortions.
Jacksonville for Life, a non-profit anti-abortion association, promotes “abortion alternatives.”
“There’s no need for health-care reform to involve abortion,” said Tom Canes, a volunteer from Jacksonville. “There are many clinics available to women that promote healthy childbirth and adoption. They are much safer, more humane options.”
Abortion clinics such as the Florida Women’s Center, however, also pride themselves on providing a safe environment for women.
“Our private physician-run facility has developed a recognized reputation for providing safe abortions in Florida,” Kelly said. “In addition, we have a history of a long-standing membership with the nationally recognized organization protecting women's right to choose.”
Story 4: "Walk for Life' attracts abortion-rights protestors
Excerpt: “Amid jeers from abortion-rights advocates, about 25,000 people walked 3 miles Friday to protest Obama administration policies on abortion. Those walking want to express their opposition…” 

SAN FRANCISCO — Amid jeers from abortion-rights advocates, about 25,000 people walked 3 miles Friday to protest Obama administration policies on abortion.
Those walking want to express their opposition to decisions on abortion since President Obama took office, said protestor and Walk for Life participant David Johnson, who drove from Los Angeles to participate. 
“First Obama repealed the Mexico City Policy, and now he’s looking to fund abortion through his health care plan,” Johnson said. 
The change in the Mexico City Policy, which prohibited funding for international family planning agencies that provide abortion, angered many in the anti-abortion community.
“To think that the U.S. is now going to spend money harming women and children overseas…our walk is for them now,” said Eva Muntean, an organizer of the Walk for Life.
 Obama’s choice to repeal the policy is based on his belief “that government should not intrude on our most private family matters. I remain committed to protecting a woman’s right to choose,” he said in a statement.
Obama’s healthcare reform proposal also provides funding for abortions. 
“I can’t believe the government will use my tax dollars for something so morally wrong,” Johnson said. 
Joanne Collins, an abortion-rights protestor from a San Francisco suburb, said, “It pains me to see these people trying to use sensationalism to get the government to impose their beliefs on everyone else.”
The ties between abortion and health care are exaggerated, said Nancy Keenan, president of NARAL Pro-Choice America.
“It is disappointing and frustrating that pro-lifers are using health reform to single out abortion care and treat it differently than other medical services,” she said.
Amy Everitt, the state director of NARAL’s California chapter, said Obama’s willingness to aid family planning helps California families. 
“While it's critical to promote policies that help prevent unintended pregnancies and make abortion less necessary, we need to protect the right to safe, legal abortion in California,” she said.
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